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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 5-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the invention. More specifically, the term "steering operation 
speed detection means", "steering actuator actuation speed detection means". 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 5-15 are rejected under the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112. 35 
U.S.C. § 112, If 2 requires that claims "particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention." For means-plus-function 
elements, which are statutorily limited to the "corresponding structure, material, or acts 
described in the specification and equivalents thereof," 35 U.S.C. § 112, If 6, section 
112, If 2 requires that the specification must permit one of ordinary skill in the art to 
"know and understand what structure corresponds to the means limitation." Biomedino, 
LLC v. Waters Techs. Corp. , 490 F.3d 946, 949-50 (Fed. Cir. 2007) (internal citation 
omitted). 112(6) and 112(2) - Structural Requirement - Simply reciting "steering 
operation speed detection means", "steering actuator actuation speed detection means" 
without providing some detail about the means to accomplish the function is not 
enough - Without any corresponding structure, one of skill simply cannot 
perceive the bounds of the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Toyota (JP 2004-175230). 

Consider claim 1, Reference Toyota (JP 2004-175230) discloses a travel control 
apparatus for a wheel-driven vehicle, comprising: steering operation means for steering 
a steering wheel of the vehicle ([paragraph 0013]); steering angle detection means for 
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detecting a steering angle of the steering wheel ([paragraph 0016]); a steering actuator 
which changes the steering angle of the steering wheel ([paragraph 0013]); steering 
control means for performing a control for actuating the steering actuator so that the 
steering angle of the steering wheel, which is detected by the steering angle detection 
means, becomes a target steering angle of the steering wheel which is set in response 
to an operation command outputted from the steering operation means [(paragraph 
0021]), and traveling speed regulating means for regulating the traveling speed of the 
vehicle in accordance with an operational state of the steering operation means and an 
actuation state of the steering actuator ([paragraph 0023]). 

Consider claim 2, Toyota (JP 2004-175230) discloses wherein the traveling 
speed regulating means compares the target steering angle of the steering wheel, 
which is set in accordance with an operational state of the steering operation means, 
with the detected steering angle of the steering wheel, which is detected by the steering 
angle detection means, and, when difference between the target steering angle and the 
detected steering angle is a predetermined value or higher, regulates the traveling 
speed of the vehicle to a predetermined speed or lower ([paragraph 0024]). 

Consider claim 3, Toyota (JP 2004-175230) discloses wherein the traveling 
speed regulating means performs control for comparing the target steering angle of the 
steering wheel, which is set in accordance with an operational state of the steering 
operation means, with the detected steering angle of the steering wheel, which is 
detected by the steering angle detection means, and gradually reducing the traveling 
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speed of the vehicle as the difference between the target steering angle and the 
detected steering angle increases ([paragraph 0025]). 

Consider claim 4, Toyota (JP 2004-175230) discloses wherein the traveling 
speed regulating means sets a deceleration which increases as the difference 
increases, and performs a control for gradually reducing the traveling speed of the 
vehicle on the basis of the set deceleration ([paragraph 29 and 30]). 

Consider claim 14, a steering mechanism having a pair of knuckle arms for 
swingably supporting the steering wheels around kingpin axes and a tie rod for 
connecting the pair of knuckle arms ([paragraph 0014]), wherein the steering actuator 
drives the steering mechanism to change the steering angles of the steering wheels 
([paragraph 0014 and 0015]), the steering angle detection means is attached to one of 
the pair of right and left steering wheels ([paragraph 0016]), and the steering control 
means performs a control for actuating the steering actuator so that one of the steering 
angles of the pair of right and left steering wheels detected by the steering angle 
detection means becomes the target steering angle which is set in response to an 
operation command outputted from the steering operation means [(paragraph 0021]). 

Consider claim 5-15, claims 5-15 are rejected as obviousness over the above 
rejections 1-4. 

Note: The statements of intended use or field of use,[a)"adapted to" or "adapted 
for" clauses, b) "wherein" clauses, or c) "whereby"] clauses are essentially method 
limitations or statements or intended or desired use. Thus, these claims as well as 
other statements of intended use do not serve to patentably distinguish the claimed 
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structure over that of the reference. See In re Pearson , 181 USPQ 641 ; In re Yanush , 
177 USPQ 705; In re Finsterwalder, 168 USPQ 530; In re Casey , 512 USPQ 235; ]nre 
Otto , 136 USPQ 458; Ex parte Masham , 2 USPQ 2nd 1647. 
See MPEP § 21 14 which states: 

A claim containing a "recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is 
intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from the prior art apparatus" if the 
prior art apparatus teaches all the structural limitations of the claim. Ex parte Masham , 2 USPQ 2nd 1647 

Claims directed to apparatus must be distinguished from the prior art in terms of structure rather 
than functions. In re Danly , 120 USPQ 528, 531. 

Apparatus claims cover what a device is not what a device does. Hewlett-Packard Co. v. 
Bausch & Lomb Inc. . 15 USPQ2d 1525, 1528. 

As set forth in MPEP § 21 15, a recitation in a claim to the material or article 
worked upon does not serve to limit an apparatus claim. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Redhwan Mawari whose telephone number is 571 270 
1535. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM - 5PM Mon-Fri Eastern Alt 
Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Keith can be reached on 571-272-6878. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/590,903 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3663 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

11/13/2008 
/R. M./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3663 



/Tuan C To/ 

for Mawari, Redhwan, Examiner of Art Unit 3663/3600 



